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First Decade, 1916-1926

By J. NORMAN PEASE

The history of the Charlotte Rotary Club could only be well told by giving credit to
the small group of people who pioneered the Charlotte Club. We refer specifically to Perrin
Quarles who compiled the first chapter of the forty year record published by Charles Stone.
This chapter read as follows:

“In the spring of 1916 I had occasion to visit my brother-in-law, H. Frank McGee of
Spartanburg, S. C., who was the manager and part owner of the Aug. W. Smith Co. While
there he asked me it we had a Rotary Club in Charlotte. I told him no. What was it? He
explained to me what a wonderful Civic Club it was. That there was one in Greenville,
South Carolina, as well as in Spartanburg, S. C., and certainly Charlotte should have one.

“When I returned to Charlotte, I contacted Captain John A. Parker, an attorney, who
represented my Insurance Company for titles to mortgage loans. John told me he had a lawyer
friend, a Mr. Bloom of Richmond, Va., who had spoken to him about forming a Rotary Club
in Charlotte. He had him to come to Charlotte for a preliminary meeting.

“John called in the following business men for this Conference:

“Frank Lethco, President, Charlotte Laundry; Clarence O. Kuester, Mgr., Kuester-Lowe
Company (Wholesale Grocery Co.); Charles A. Williams, Sr., President, Williams-Shelton
Co. (Wholesale Dry-Goods Co.); John A. Parker, Attorney; J. Perrin Quarles, Manager,
The Equitable Life Assurance Society.

“We were going along with the organization plan, when the Mexican ‘flare-up’ oc-
curred and Captain Parker and his National Guard Company were ordered to Texas. This
upset our plans for the time being as John was handling the details. A little later his asso-
ciate, W. M. (Bill) Wilson, and 1 got busy with the details and after several conferences
with other business men and prominent citizens a group met on October 7, 1916, for the
purpose of organizing the Charlotte Rotary Club.

“One of the prime men in helping to form the Club was Tom G. Lane, who was elected
the first secretary of the Club.

“On October 24, 1916 the organization meeting was held at the Selwyn Hotel. We had
about 47 members, but only 37 qualified and 27 came to this meeting.

“The following Directors were elected:

“For the three year term: Fred Glover, Ralph Miller, Rogers Davis. For the two year
term: H. M. Victor, . P. Quarles, C. C. Coddington. For the one year term: C. O. Kuester,
John L. Dabbs, Charles A. Bland.
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THE FIRST DECADE

“The first Board meeting was held on October 28, 1916, in the office of the Mill-Power
Supply Company, and the following officers were elected: Rogers W. Davis, President; John
L. Dabbs, Vice-President; Thomas G. Lane, Secretary; Fred Glover, Treasurer; James O.
Walker, Sergeant-at-Arms.

“On November 14, 1916, the Board of Directors met to set the date for the Inaugural
Dinner, when the Charlotte Club would become affiliated with Rotary International Associa-
tion. This meeting was held at the Selwyn Hotel on Tuesday, December 5, 1916, at 8. P.M.,
and District Governor Thomas B. McAdams, of Richmond, Virginia, formerly of Chester,
South Carolina, gave the inaugural address. Our Club, No. 256, joined the other cities in
Virginia, North and South Carolina, which comprised the 7th District of Rotary.

“President Rogers Davis presided. The Charter was presented by District Governor Mec-
Adams, and President Davis accepted with a graceful speech. The date of the Charter is
December 1, 1916. Other speeches were made by Sirrene, of Greenville, Morton, of Rich-
mond and Horton, of Spartanburg.

“There are many interesting facts during the organization of our Club. Gib Slaughter,
a Rotarian of Greenville, gave us some valuable information on Rotary. Later Gib came to
Charlotte and was a member of our Club.

“It is interesting to note that it required about six months to form the Charlotte Club.
Also, that of the five original promoters, only three became members: C. O. Kuester; Charles
A. Williams, Sr.; and ]. Perrin Quarles. Capt. Parker remained in the Army and was acci-

dently killed in an airplane. Frank Lethco never joined.”

As the first president of the Rotary Club of Char-
lotte, Rogers W. Davis was instrumental in both the
organization and turther development of the club. Rogers
was one of the original directors and in a meeting at
Mill-Power Supply Company, October 28, 1916, he was
clected president. Since Rotary was new in Charlotte
both its members and the public had to learn what it
was supposed to do. In June of 1917 the Board re-clected
all officers for one full year so that the first president
and ofheers actually served for one and a half years.

The Charter Members and the Board of Directors
were strict about attendance rules and instituted fines
for unapproved absences.

Among the outstanding projects of President Davis'
administration was the interest in Camp Greene. There

were a number of Army Officers and Rotarians located

there who visited the club at their regular meetings. B W, T
A sum of $1,200.00 was raised for Davidson College President
as a result of a talk by Dr. Martin, President of the 1916 - 1918

college. Rotary's interest in Farmers was also evident

during this administration when 20 farmers attended the March 12, 1918 meeting at Selwyn
Hotel. Rogers Davis’ administration was one of details and preliminary organization and in
this he was thoroughly fair and impartial in his dealings. Rogers Davis was made District
Governor of the 7th District after he retired as the President of the Rotary Club of Charlotte.
At that time the states of Virginia, North and South Carolina made up the 7th District.
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On May 28, 1918 the Rotary Board of Directors
elected David Clark as President to serve for the year
July 1, 1918 to June 30, 1919. The officers were George
M. Rose, Jr.,, Vice-President, Tom G. Lane, Secretary-
Treasurer, and Sterling Graydon, Sergeant-at-Arms.
Among the events of importance during Dave Clark’s
term was the change of meeting place to the Southern
Mfg's Club and fixing a price of 75 cents for the
luncheon. The Board ol Directors voted to employ a
lawyer at a cost of $50.00 in an effort to improve the
conditions of the County jail.

Other matters of importance during the Clark ad-
ministration were the increase in membership from 41
to 83, the entertainment of officers from Camp Greene
and the direction of President Clark to appoint a com-
mittee to see what could be done about a baseball club

for Charlotte. Davip Crark
President

1918 - 1919

*x kX k%

The year that John W. Fox became president,
Thomas Lane was again the secretary. Much discussion
was given the question of city playgrounds, providing
a Juvenile Probation Officer for public schools. As a
result of discussion by Wylie Moore, it was agreed to
form a scout band and the club provided funds to buy
instruments which were later used to establish the Cen-
tral High School Band.

Despite much effort to bring the club into a dis-
cussion of the streetcar strike that affected city trans-
portation, the club refused to take any action on the
matter. Meeting day was changed to Tuesday of every
week and reading of the minutes of previous meetings
was dropped. There were numerous important activities
of the club during the Fox administration. A plan was
adopted, at the request of Louis Burwell, for donations
during the Christmas season for the benefit of Orphan-

ages, Children’s Homes and the Crittenton Home. Joun W. Fox
- ; President
The club participated in the award of a charter 1919 - 1920

to the Rotary Club of Gastonia. It also brought 24 high

school students to a regular meeting introducing them to Rotary practices of fellowship. Fur-
ther discussion was given to parks and playgrounds for the city. Interest was shown in a
plea for books for the city library and the club passed resolutions recommending bond issues
to provide more school facilities. It supported a bill in Congress to incorporate Rotary and
agreed to adopt the Constitution and By-Laws of International Rotary.
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The year 192021 was an eventful year under the
leadership of Perrin Quarles, the new president. The
membership at the beginning of this period was close
to 100 and ended with 139.

A decision was made to rotate meetings in line
with the name Rotary and some of the meetings were
held at the Y. M. C. A, Alexander Graham School, the
Southern Bakeries, St. Peter's Episcopal Church, the
Y. W. C. A, and the Second Presbyterian Church. Some
picnics were also held at country churches such as
Sardis, Steele Creek and Sugar Creek. Discussion of
the 11 articles of the Code of Ethics played a part in
activities of the club during this period. Interesting talks
on this subject were given by three ministers, Ed Penick,
an Episcopalian, Bunyon McLeod, a Presbyterian, and
W. A. Jenkins, a Methodist. Others in the discussion
were J. Wilson Smith, George Fitzsimmons and Julian

J. Perran QuanrEes
President

Miller. 1920 - 1921

A special Armistice Day meeting was held on November 9, 1920, which was handled
by ex-servicemen who had served in World War 1. This meeting was in charge of Phil
Woolcott. The following Rotarians were in the service: Dr. William Allan, Louis Ratcliffe,
Ed Penick, Turk Terrell, Stuart Gilchrist, Rufus Johnston, Phil Woolcott, J]. Wm. Thom-
son, Yates Edgerton, Dr. Myers Hunter, Wm. E. Thomas, Bill Johnston, Dr. Ham McKay,
Bill O'Hair, Ed Y. Keesler, W. M. Jones, John L. Morehead and ]. Norman Pease.

* Xx Kk %

Despite its growing pains, the club was a lusty
voungster increasing in influence and effectiveness when
Lewis Burwell became president. Having been the pio-
neer civic club in Charlotte, Rotary stimulated much in-
terest, resulting in many civic clubs to follow.

Charlotte’s parks and playgrounds continued to be
an outstanding project of the club. OFf special interest
was the Boy Scout movement and the club appropriated
$100.00 for entertaining visiting Boy Scouts from Knox-
ville, Tennessee. The club appropriated $200.00 for the
purpose of bringing Miss Elizabeth Bain of the Amer-
ican Society of Hygiene for a 10 day lecture. Ham
MecKay was in charge. David Clark told of Charlotte’s
need for a loft building and Norman Pease presented
plans for the building which resulted in the eventual
building of the Wade Loft Building by Howard Wade.

Club members took an active part in The Carolinas’

- . Lewis Burwern
Exposition held in Charlotte. President

1921 - 1922
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Throughout J. Norman Pease’s tenure of office as
president of the Charlotte Rotary Club (during which
period we celebrated the 18th Anniversary of Rotary
International), particular emphasis was placed on proj-
ects for young people. The educational program was
stressed and ardently supported. The Student Loan Fund
(initiated for worthy young boys and girls desirous of
attending college) was substantially augmented; strongly
urged commercial courses in high schools; heartily en-
dorsed the movement to establish for North Carolina
a Third and Fourth Year Medical Hospital and Insti-
tution of Learning in Charlotte and proffered a 10-acre
site therefor; athletic and dramatic programs in high
schools actively supported—funds allocated to assist in
forming a high school baseball league and encourage
theatrical plays; and endorsed action of Charlotte School
Board and Merchants Association to install a course in
Retail Selling in public schools.

J. Norman Prase
President

1922 - 1923

The Boys’ Work Committee continuously cooperated
with the Juvenile Court and Welfare Department; ac-
tivities of Boy Scouts were consistently supported and aided; Legislative Delegation was no-
tified club favored submitting bill to Charlotte voters providing for Parks and Playgrounds;
appropriated funds to bring Dr. Emmet Angel (Playground Director) to Charlotte for one
week; assisted in Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. programs; sent representative to Raleigh in
connection with survey made for crippled orphan children and further vigorously supported
many other programs for youths.

The Club gave moral and financial support to “Made-in-Carolinas” Exposition conducted
in Charlotte; endorsed local efforts to secure a Company of Engineers as a part of the Na-
tional Guard for Charlotte; contributed funds to citizens of New Bern who suffered from
disastrous conflagration; participated in Chamber of Commerce drives and programs; requested
City to make adequate appropriation to Public Library; notified representatives in Legislature
of endorsement of resolution submitted by Chamber of Commerce to increase salaries
of Charlotte’s Mavor and City Commissioners to enable procurement of competent ofhicials;
and further worked diligently for numerous other promotional civic programs in the com-
munity.
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H. M. Wade became the president of the Rotary
Club of Charlotte for the period of 1923-24. He took
over May 1 and on the 15th day of May, 1923, the Rotary
Club entertained 160 graduates of the Charlotte High
School for dinner. In September a free will offering to
Japanese sufferers from earthquake and floods was made
through a decision of the Board of Directors and for-
warded through the Charlotte Chapter of the American
Red Cross.

In January 1924, a committee was appointed to
sponsor the Rotary Club of Lincolnton, North Carolina,
and in the same month a Mexican basketball team on
their way to Washington, D. C., was entertained by
members of the club. Also in the same month the club
donated $200.00 for the purchase of a row boat for the
Boy Scouts. An important committee was appointed in
the spring of 1924 to handle Rotary Boys' and Girls'
work. The committee was composed of: Lewis Burwell,

]. P. Quarles, Charles R. Brockman, Henry Sloan, Albert H. M. Wape
Bovle, Louis Lipinskv, Joe Garibaldi, Louis Ratcliffe, President
and Charles Lauer. 1923 - 1924

* * Kk %

The club president for 1924 and 1925, J. W.
Thomson, |r., had previously served two terms and part
of the third as secretary of the Rotary Club. His directors
were: . M. Wade, Ed Keesler, Ed Dwelle, Jim Harris,
Arthur Draper, Harry Harding, Charlie Brockman, Henry
MecAden, Floyvd Rogers, Ham Jones, Fred Glover, John
Dabbs and T. Guion Grifhith, secretary.

The outstanding project of the Thomson admin-
istration was cooperation with the Charlotte Juvenile
Court which had been initiated in a former administra-
tion. A committee of four or five Rotarians were pres-
ent when the Juvenile Court met each Friday afternoon
where bovs and girls were before the court for various
offenses. As cach case was disposed of the judge assigned
the offender to some member of the Rotary Committee
who acted as “Big Brother” throughout the year.

Working through the homes and the parents of

the delinquent, club members often found the cause ]. W. Tuomsox, Jn.
and efforts were made to correct conditions contributing President
to delinquency. Rotarians counselled with these voung 1924 - 1925

people, established a tie of friendship and often provided jobs or assisted in finding employ-
ment. Court officials found there were few “repeaters” among those receiving such treatment.

During the Thomson vear a move was started by Dave Clark to establish a highway
from the Great Lakes to Florida which was to come through Charlotte. A committee arranged
for a “Cavalcade” from Rotary Clubs of South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and West
Virginia. A meeting was held in Wytheville, Virginia, and there were about 300 present,
including 15 or 20 from Charlotte. The trip itself proved how badly good roads were needed.
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The last president of the first decade was Hamilton
C. Jones. One of the major projects for which the Rotary
Club of Charlotte was noted was set up under the
auspices of the Mecklenburg County Board of Health.

This was known as the Rotary Clinic and was sug-
gested to the Board by John Dabbs and Dr. Alonzo
Myers. It was decided that the Charlotte Rotary Club
would publicly endorse and help operate the clinic and
would appropriate the sum of $25.00 a month for inci-
dental expenses of setting up the clinic. The Rotary
Clinic developed into a very important agency in dealing
with crippled children of the city of Charlotte without
any expense to them or their families. Dr. Alonzo Myers
and his wife gave very unselfishly and unstintedly of
their service.

The cooperation with the Juvenile Court of Char-
lotte was continued during the Jones administration and
club members showed great interest in attending the
weekly sessions of the court, resulting in much satis-
faction and knowledge for themselves. Our president

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

N

Hamicron C. Jones
President
1925 - 1926

was the judge of Juvenile Court and worked with the committee which inaugurated the

system of Juvenile Courts for the state of North Carolina.

Continued activity of the Rotary loan plan for boys and girls of high school and college
and a plan to improve acquaintance among members of the club were important features
during the last year of the first decade in the Rotary Club of Charlotte.

Charlotte Rotary Club's “Old Timers” who joined the club during the first ten years 1916-192¢.
Left to right: E. A. Terrell, Sr., 1919; Rufus Johnston, 1920; Wiley Obenshain, 1922; Charlie

Williams, Jr., 1923; Mack Hatch, 1922; Ben Hood, 1926.

In addition to the above the following members were unable to be present for the picture:
Jim Parham, 1918; Dr. Ham McKay, 1919; Walter Pratt, 1920; Junius Smith, 1923.
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Second Decade, 1926-1936

By GEORGE M. IVEY

This decade in the life of the Charlotte Rotary Club is a reflection of the cconomic
condition of the country during that ten year period. This embraced the rapid rise in in-
dustry and the stock market, the crash in 1929, the awful depression in the carly 30's and
the slow recovery years.

At the beginning of this decade, in July, 1926, membership in the Charlotte Rotary
Club was 133 and had reached 157 at the peak in July, 1929. The lowest membership of 85
was recorded in July, 1933, and climbed back to 105 by July, 1935.

The Gross National Product (GNP) reached a peak of $181.8 billion in 1929 and a
low point of $126.6 billion in 1933.

The Dow Jones Industrial Stock Average in 1929 was 311.24 and in 1932 was 64.57.

During the first three years of the decade (1927-29) unemployment was only 3.2%,
while in 1932 it was 24.9%. One of every four persons was without a job.

The population of Charlotte had a gradual growth from 67,000 in 1927 to 90,000 in
1936.

The combined Charlotte-Mecklenburg tax Presidents and Beginning NMemberships
rate was $2.14 in 1927, was reduced to $1.55 July 1, 1926 to June 30, 1936

in 1933 and ended the decade with $2.10. 192627 Dr. Hamilton W. McKay 133

The total number of teachers in the pub- 1927-28  Henry M. McAden 144

lic schools in the city in 1926 was 395. The 1928-29  Ralston M. Pound 140
number of teachers in 1935 was 467, an in- 1929-30  John Paul Lucas 157
crease of 18%, whereas the number of enrolled 193031 Julian S. Miller 151
pupils increased 42% to 18,395. 193132 George M. Ivey 134
1932-33  Edgar A. Terrell 113

The total city school budget in 1926 was 1933-34  Junius M. Smith 85
$668,103, dropped to $344,000 in 1933 and 1934-35  James H. Van Ness 94
in 1935 the budget was $639,370. 1935-36 Rufus M. Johnston 104

The meeting place of the Rotary Club throughout these ten vears was in the sccond
floor dining room of the Chamber of Commerce building which was on the south side of West
Fourth Street. The meeting day was Tuesday at 12:30 P.M.
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Ham McKay was president for the yvear beginning
July 1, 1926.

One of the accomplishments of his administration
was the establishment of a Charity Fund amounting to
$2,013. The committee appointed to administer the Fund
was composed of Howard M. Wade, Thomas G. Lane
and President McKay.

The Distriet Conference was held in Spartanburg,
South Carolina, April 26 and 27, 1927. David Clark
was elected District Governor of the then 58th District.
President TTam reported that a large percentage of the
members of the Club and their wives attended the
Conference.

Dr. Haacron W, McKay
President
1926 - 1927

Henry MceAden was president beginning July 1,
1927,

The Rotary Code of Ethics was distributed to every
member of the Club and many members hung them
on the walls of their offices.

During the vear, contributions were made by the
Club to several worthwhile projects and organizations
in the city.

The District Conference was held in Charlotte in
the spring of 1928 with the Charlotte Club acting as
host, with District Governor Dave Clark presiding.
One thousand dollars was provided by the Club toward

the expenses of the Conference.

exny M. McApen
President

1927 - 1928

Gus Pound served as president beginning July 1,
1928.

Several “firsts™ were instituted this year. -

A weekly bulletin® known as the Rotary |Hornet
was published cach Friday and mailed to every member.
Later in the vear, short biographies and photographs
of three members began to appear cach week in the
Rotary [lornet.

The major activities during the vear which were
carricd on by competent and  enthusiastic committees
included High School and College Education, Boys'
Work and the Crippled Children's Clinie,

Acquaintance and fellowship were stressed. A series
of shop talks on their businesses were made by many
members. Members were encouraged to visit other mem-
bers at their places of business.

A distinctive and enjovable occasion of the vear

was the visit to Charlotte of a British Delegation of Rarston M. Pouxp
R.ILB.L totaling 50 Rotarians, including their wives Podent
J.B.IL totaling otarians, including their wives. 1928 - 1929
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The term of President Paul Lucas, which began
on July 1, 1929, was marked as the crest of growth and
virility in the Club and prosperity in the nation as well
as the beginning of the decline in membership of the
Club and the damage to the economy following the
stock crash.

All of the committees of the Club functioned well
and the morale of the membership was high.

The financial reserves built up in the Club treasury
were more than enough to withstand the loss which was
experienced in sponsoring a concert of the United States
Marine Band.

The Club Assembly and the Annual Club Picnic
were well attended.

Ladies’ Night was featured with entertainment by
the Charlotte Little Theatre.

A Farmer's Day Program included the presence
of a large number of farmers from Mecklenburg County.

David Clark served as a Director of Rotary Inter-
national during this vear of 1929-30.

him preside.

Decade.

Juriax S. Mirrer
President

1930 - 1931

During President George Ivev's term, which began
July 1, 1931, the decline in membership continued.

Because of the general lack of ready cash the
Club dues were reduced from $35 to $25 per year;
luncheon prices were reduced from 90¢ to 75¢ and
then to 60¢; 33 members resigned becaused of inability
to pay Club dues and meals; and the annual Ladies’
Night meeting was canceled in order to conserve ex-
penses.
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Jonx Paur Lucas
President
1929 - 1930

The term of President Julian Miller, which began
July 1, 1930, was marked with the brilliance of his intellect
and oratory. Rotarians attended the meetings to hear

His choice of language and smoothness of expres-
sion always captivated his audience.

As the distinguished Editor of the Charlotte Ob-
server, Julian Miller wrote feelingly on every available
subject but one of his choicest literary gems is his
descriptive account of the visit to Charlotte of the
Founder of Rotary, Paul P. IHarris.

The article is printed in the story of the Third

Grorce M. Ivey
President
1931- 1932




SERVICE ABOVE SELF

The year covered by Turk Terrell's presidency, be-
ginning July 1, 1932, was one of great economic stress
and its effect upon Rotary was keenly felt. Many mem-
bers were forced to resign because of their inability to
continue paying dues.

In spite of the strains imposed by the depression,
committees continued to function and by carcful at-
tention to details the annual budget of $3,000 for the
vear was met with a surplus of $21. The budget in-
cluded $700 for the Crippled Children's Committee.

b O S S
Junius Smith became president on July 1, 1933,
Membership was at its lowest.
The condition of the country began to show a slight
improvement. The membership of the Club was in-
creased and the average attendance of members showed

a substantial gain.

This was the period marking the birth of the New Encar A. TERRELL
: e g S = President
wl . « establichme T
Deal and the establishment of numerous new govert B

mental agencies and burcaus, including N.RUA,

The highlight of the vear was the visit of Inter-
national President John Nelson.

Because of the lack of money to pay outside speak-
ers, most of the programs were put on by the members
themsclves, which developed  better  acquaintanceship
and created a friendlier atmosphere in the Club.

An important club service project was the study
and complete revision of the By-Laws by a special

committee appointed for that purpose.

* * Kk %

Juxtus M. Sanrn
President
1933 - 1934

Jim Van Ness was president during the vear be-
ginning Julv 1, 1934, The Club was becoming more
virile with new members being brought in and by De-
cember the roster had grown back to 100 members.

A new custom was begun by President Jim to have
the Club provide each member with a round name
badge, showing name, classification, etc., to be worn
at cach meeting. The custom is still in use.

The Club endorsed and promoted the candidacy
of George M. Ivey for District Governor. He was elected S
at the District Conference held at Rock [ill, South Janmes H. Van Ness

o
Carolina, in May 1935, I%T{d]e;_grg
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President Jim voiced optimism at the conclusion of
his term in stating that, “the Club is growing and func-
tioning well, there is a balance in the bank and all ac-
counts are paid, members are paying their dues and
luncheon accounts promptly and we are not at the
bottom of the attendance list.”

* *X Xk %

The last of the ten presidents who served the Char-
lotte Rotary Club during this decade was President Rufus
Johnston, who began his year on July 1, 1935.

The highlight of this year was the visit of Inter-
national President Ed Johnson, when he addressed an
inter-city meeting which included Rotarians from nine
other clubs.

The annual District Conference was held in Char-
lotte in May, 1936, with the Charlotte Club acting as Rurus M. Jonnston

= . x - ) H
host. George M. Ivey was the retiring District Governor. lé;?’ Ta56

Recapitulation of Ten Years—from July 1, 1926, to June 30, 1936
Throughout this period of peaks and valleys, the Charlotte Rotary Club justified the
basic principles of the ideal of service above self and of international cooperation and good-

will which were the underlying foundations of Rotary as taught and practiced by its founder,
Paul P. Harris.

J

- T

r-.',J

LADIES NIGHT—1944
The Rotary Reporter of February 29, 1944, says the following Rotarians took part in the show
pictured above: Doc Coles, Clyde Craven. Ben Hood, Elliott Ewell, Eddie Dillard, Bill Hart,
gus Pound, Bob Ferguson, Frank Smith, Fred Huffman, Carl Flath, Dave Welton and Charlie
tone.
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Third Decade, 1936-1946

By JOHN PAUL LUCAS, JR.

Against the changing tapestry of ancient feuds and modern warfare as Hitler and
Mussolini rose to power and met defeat and death, Rotary at Charlotte turned in part to war-
related projects—the purchase of medical supplies, the furnishing of recreation facilities for
the air base, the maintenance of close liaison with our own members in the service.

It was in this decade that “Little Rotary,” a unique offshoot of a club grown too large
for the intimate give-and-take that turns acquaintance into close and lasting friendship, was
born and flourished in an upstairs room at Thacker's Restaurant, and one of the chapters of
this book must surely record the nature of this expression of the essential Rotary concept.

The decade began with Art Mayo's administration
in the year that Edward VIII abdicated the throne of
Britain to marry “the woman [ love.” The tradition of
club song was started under Art and, for better or worse,
has continued to this day. Our leader was Billy Whiddit
whose own splendid boy choir may have planted the
seed of our subsequent interest in the Rotary Boys Choir.

e

J. A. Mavo
President

1936 - 1937

Dr. Bill Hart’s year as president saw the reorganiza-
tion of the Student Loan Fund project, started in 1922
but by then showing a paper loss of some $10 thousand.
It was Bill's philosophy that to lend money to young
people and not build character at the same time was
negative and wholly inconsistent with Rotary, and he ;
insisted that the Fund policy be that any youngster bor- G P:jﬂ(;;::"
rowing money should be made to recognize the serious- 1937 - 1938
ness of the repayment obligation in terms of integrity
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and credit and, secondly, a desire to pass on the benefits received to someone else which could
be accomplished only by paying back the money. Under the conscientious and time-consuming
supervision of Doug Aitken this has been done for many years. Among recipients of Rotary
loans who were able to get a foot on the ladder toward career accomplishment are doctors,
dentists, social service workers, nurses, teachers, a Negro Ph.D. in Psychology, and other men
and women leading good and useful lives in business, the professions, and government.

During this decade Charlotte was visited by the
founder of Rotary, Paul Harris, on April 24, 1939, in
L. G. “Plug” Osborne’s administration when the “Paul
Harris Tree™ was ceremoniously planted on the grounds

at the Mint Muscum.

Other Rotary International officers to come during
this decade included Thomas |. Davis, Fernando Car-
bajal and Tom A. Warren, cach of whom left the stamp
of his unique personality and contribution on the host
club and the District.

L. G. OsBorNE
President
1938 - 1939

PLANTING
THE TREE

Picture shows
George Ivey
holding tree
with
Paul Harris
shoveling in the
dirt while
President Osborne
and
Julian Miller
look on.
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The gifted Rotarian Julian Miller, Editor of the Charlotte Observer, had
this to sav of the Tree ceremony:

That was a significant and historic occasion at the Mint Museum Saturday afternoon,
April 22, 1939, when Paul Harris, Founder of Rotary International, planted a tree from
the soil of Ilinois in token of friendliness and good will. It was significant because of
the presence of the distinguished personality of this honored and widely-known golden-
hearted gentleman. It was historic for the simple and unique ceremonial in which his
hands plaved a commanding part.

Twice elsewhere in the United States Mr. Harris has officiated at similar rites, once
at the University of Ohio and the other time at the University of Wisconsin. Charlotte
is the first city in this country, therefore, aside from institutional attachments, to receive
such a token from his gentle hands and warm heart.

But Mr. Harris has planted trees for the same significance and purpose on every
continent of the globe as a gesture of international understanding and friendliness.
IF you are disposed in levity to designate this custom as a mere hobby, vou must consent
that it has a dignity of purpose and depth of meaning which transcends any personal
gratification it may give him who conceived the thought and has so happily and widely
carried it out.

It is one designed to transmit to the future in its own practical and effectual way
the high-mindedness and nobility of sentiment which this eminent visitor set in motion
in quite another form almost 35 vears ago.

And Charlotte should be grateful to become a new link in a chain of communities
of the world to have this memorial in the form of one of nature’s noblest products lifted
from the earth of a distant state and planted in our own friendly and fertile soil.

“1 think that I shall never see a poem lovely as a tree,” wrote the gifred Poet Jovee
Gilmer in an immortal ode. But he and all of us have seen things far more lovely and
worthy of our veneration.

We have seen an idea planted and an ideal created that make for individual improve-
ment and social advancement. Paul Harris has made a planting of far more immutable
value than this tree or all of the trees he has ever touched to the soil of the nations.

In 1905 he almost casually dropped into the imaginations of men the ideal of friend-
liness in business competition, the ideal of altruism as a substitute motive for self-interest,
the ideal of service above self, the ideal of conference and of international cooperation
and of good-will.

And from the sinking of the roots of that concept into the germinating soil of his
fellow Americans and later into the receptive impulses of business and professional interests
throughout the world has come into being an organization that now lifts its white banners
in more than 80 countries and numbers a world membership of more than 220,000. The
leaves of that tree which he has planted “have been for the healing of the nations.”

There it was the father of this international household of good-will who lent his
noble and inspiring presence to this cccasion and to our community.

Good-will in the communities that will remove frictions and soothe social irritations
and bring in their stead the warm spirit of kindly sympathy and beneficent service.

Good-will in the community of business where selfish competition all too often cuts
and slashes like a sabre and the business buccaneer and industrial pirate are tempted
to run at ]argc‘ Good-will in the world where among governments and pcup].u the lusts
of reprisal and punishment and revenge and barbarity are at this moment threatening
to issue in a war to end civilization.
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Charles . Stone, who would become District
Governor for 1944-1945, was 23rd president of the Club.
Program theme for the year stressed a better apprecia-
tion by Rotarians of their community and included a
memorable May 20th Day which left us convinced of
the authenticity of the Mecklenburg Declaration, a study
of Charlotte financial operations, and an initial contri-
bution by the Club enabling the Park and Recreation
Commission to begin a directed recreation program after
the closing of the city schools. Membership of the Club
at this time was 150.

C. H. Stoxe
President
1939 - 1940
Under Paul R. Sheahan, who later moved to Roa-
noke, Va., the Club inaugurated the Negro Girl Scout
movement by sponsoring the first troop in Mecklenburg,
and conceived the idea that led to organization of the
Association of Charlotte Civie Clubs. These two ventures
proved their worth and have continued active in the
life of the city—each rendering needed service. It was
in this year that the Club furnished a recreation room
at the recently activated Air Base which added much to
the comfort and pleasure of the young men in service
there in preparation for difficult years ahead.

Paur R. Sueaman
President

1940 - 1941

The 25th anniversary of the Club was celebrated
October 21, 1941, at a gala occasion highlighting Dr.
Amos Bumgardner's vear as president. Five hundred
guests were present to hear R. I. President Tom Davis,
and 70 clubs were represented. Living charter members
honored included: John L. Dabbs, Clarence O. Kuester,
Lewis C. Burwell, J. P. Quarles, John W. Fox, Fred
W. Glover and Gus Pound. Charles H. Stone did a
beautiful job as General Chairman.

This was the vear of Pearl Harbor, and in the winter
the Club went all out in the production of a musical

Anmos S. BumMGARDNER
President
1941 - 1942
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review entitled “Hooray America,” which did much to unite the Club in fellowship and
produced a profit of $3,675.00 which was turned over to the Chairman of Civilian Defense,
Rotarian Dr. Bob Ferguson, to be invested in medical instruments and supplies.

The Rotary year 1942-1943, under Wiley S. Oben-
shain, was paced by the war effort. Plug Osborne, Francis
Beatty and Tom Byrnes were noted as servicemen early
in the year. Steve Marsh was given leave of absence
to serve with the war production board in New York.
Hoyt Galvin was busy as chairman of a scrap drive,
Paul Lucas was touring the state for War Bonds, and
other Rotarians were similarly preoccupied.

WiLey S. OBeENsHAIN
President
1942 - 1943

Everett C. Bierman, the 27th president, saw ad-
ditional Rotarians go to war.

Precursor to the large scale blood bank operation
of the Red Cross today, the Rotary Club of Charlotte
started in 1943 the first Blood Reserve in Charlotte with
President Everett Bierman giving the first 500 CC's.

One program featured the produce of “Victory
Gardens” of some 30 Rotarians. The Charlotte Club
sponsored a new Rotary Club at Kannapolis, founded

July 8, 1942,

Our Charlotte Club had a membership of 171 for
the vear and a $12,211 budget.

Everert Bierman
President
1943 - 1944

HONOR ROLL
Included in the Armed Forces at this time were: George Snyder, Jim Van Ness, Hunter
Jones, Vernon Smith, Plug Osborne, Charles Sofley, Jim Barnhardt, Francis Beatty, Tom

Byrnes, Rufus Johnston, William F. Martin, Paul Sheahan, Nelson Page and Kingsley Mac-
Donald.
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Feeling that boys' work activities were much in the
spotlight but that girls were being neglected, the Club,
under our 28th president, Charles A. Williams, Jr.,
in 1945, sponsored a highly successful Red Shield girls
club, appropriating $1800 for this purpose. A club room
outfitted in various equipment for indoor and outdoor
activities was provided. The program was put on its
feet in cooperation with the Salvation Army and has
continued to function effectively in its area of service.

One of the notable projects of this or any other
civic club, our Crippled Children's Clinic, became in-
active because it was superseded by federal government
and local agency operations.

Student visitor or so-called “Junior Rotarian™ ac-
tivity, including an essay contest to help these boys in
their Further education, was instituted and proved an in-
teresting addition to our meetings.

THE THIRD DECADE

Cuarces A. WiLLiams, Jr.
President
1944 - 1945

One of the program highlights of the year was a meeting and inspection tour of the

Shell Loading Plant on York Road.

The first of the highly successful Boy Scout ex-

Joun R. Pexper
President
1945 - 1946

hibits sponsored by Charlotte Rotary was held in 1946
under the administration of John R. Pender, 29th club
president. And the idea of the Boys Choir, conceived
by Pat Gilchrist and brilliantly executed for so long
by that inimitable impresario Jim McMillan, was born
during John’s administration but got under way in the
administration of Powell Majors, the 30th president,
with a bang that was heard all over the nation. The
boys subsequently sang from Miami to New York and
points in between.
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“LITTLE ROTARY"

Rotary had its inception when the lonely Paul Harris, in the indifferent Chicago en-
vironment, felt the necessity of warming his soul at the Ffires of friendly communication with
others of his kind. But the formality of organization, the growing size of metropolitan clubs
and the rigid pattern of club programs tends to destroy the basic idea of friendly give-
and-take in which the Rotarian himself is participant rather than audience.

It was partly this and partly because John Fox, Gus Pound, Louis Rogers, Everett
Bierman, Harry Hardy, Ernest Hicks, Paul Lucas, Doug Aitken, Hugh Boyer, Bill Crichton
and others as time went on had to eat somewhere, that these Rotarians agreed to meet in-
formally in a private room at Thacker’s on Thursdays at noon.

With John W. Fox, one of the best read and keenest minds in the city, as moderator,
this highly informal Rotary gathering quickly became a challenging forum on civic affairs,
world events, the economy, politics and Rotary itself; and the members present, with a com-
fortable sense of being among friends and “off the record,” attacked any problem with en-
thusiasm and eloquence, sometimes banteringly, sometimes in dead seriousness, and almost
always in good natured debate. With Louis Rogers as Republican protagonist and Everett
Bierman as chief heckler; with Sadler Love’s sharp repartee and Hoyt Galvin's common sense
observations, with Paul Lucas’ academic point of view and Francis Beatty's urbanity; with
Channing Richards’ and Bill Crichton’s cross-examining, there was never a dull moment.

Somehow these men left Thacker's with a brighter eve and a lighter step and a finer
sense of what Rotary is really all about because of “Little Rotary.”

But Thacker's is gone. And so, too, are John Fox, and Gus and Everett. And so before
long, will some of the others of this crew. Because they once met and because they were
part of the Third Decade of Charlotte Rotary and because their names are nowhere else re-
corded, you should know who came together from time to time on those lively Thursdays,
not because they could get credit for attendance and not to hear an invited speaker, but as
Rotarians getting together:

Doug Aitken Hovt Galvin Paul Lucas
Ben Ashcraft Pat Gilchrist Powell Majors

Francis Beatty
Everett Bierman
Hugh Boyer
Cecil Brodt
Jim Cates

Bill Crichton
John Fox

John E. Fox

Givie Givens
Harry Hardy
Gerry Harney
Tebee Hawkins
Ernest Hicks
Lenoir Keesler
Sadler Love

Charles Lucas
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Harry McKenna
Jim McMlillan
Roy Palmer
Gus Pound
Chan Richards
Louis Rogers
Martin Waters
Beau Whitton
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Fourth Decade, 1946-1956

By ALBERT L. BECHTOLD

The fourth decade of the Charlotte Rotary Club has many interesting highlights and
experiences which Rotarians had during this ten year period. Many programs for the benefit
of the vouth of our community were not only instigated but were carried forth during these
years. The philosophy of Rotary—namely, “Service above Self—He serves the best who serves
the most,” seemed to be a great moving force. We shall not have time, nor space, to mention
the names of the many men, who through these ten years, did so much for so many in the
name of Rotary. Of course, as is the case, there are some people we must mention because
of their untiring efforts and their many hours of work for the Charlotte Club.

1946 - 1947

During the Rotary vear of 1946-1947 the Charlotte
Rotary Club gave birth to the Charlotte Boys' Choir.
The four men who were directly responsible and who
helped develop it were Pat Gilchrist, Jim McMillan,
Billy Whiddit (deceased) and R. P. Majors, president.
The Charlotte Boys’ Choir made its first public appearance
on December 24, 1946, at the Christmas program of the
Rotary Club under the direction of John Haldane and
Betty Jane Nalley, the accompanist.

The rehearsals for the Choir were held each Satur-
day morning, and the Rotary Club paid the boys 25¢
each. This “pump-priming” soon dispelled the idea that
the Choir boys were “sissy.” Jim McMillan was the Man-
ager of the Choir and held this responsibility through the
entire 17 years that the Choir existed. Probably no Ro-
tarian has given so much for the cause and the develop-
ment of vouth in our community as Jim during these
17 years.

R. P. Majons
President
1946 - 1947

The Choir in later years appropriated $2400 to help pay for the tuition for four foreign
students, who attended Davidson College. It might, also, be interesting to know that one of
these students is now serving in the Diplomatic Service of his country in Finland and still
corresponds with R. P. Majors.

“The reign of Dick Owenby,” Chairman of the Health and Happiness Committee for
more than six vears, was started and was later known as the “Methodist Hour.”

The lack of applications to borrow money from the Student Loan Fund resulted in a
request from the Student Loan Committee to the Board of the Charlotte Rotary Club that
the appropriation for the vear be directed to visual education. The Visual Education Com-
mittee provided a projector and 16 films at a cost of $1100 to the Public Library. Hoyt
Galvin, Director of the Library, not only supervised this equipment and film, but helped
with the selection.
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The Club this year was host to the District Conference in Charlotte on May 5 and 6,
with Everett Bierman being the General Chairman. The Conference elected Macon Wil
liams, from Lenoir, as the District Governor.

Under the direction of the Youth Activities Committee, the annual Boy Scout Merit
Badge show was staged. Individual Rotarians sponsored the various booths and the Club under-
wrote the expenses of approximately $500.

The officers for this year were: President, R. P. Majors; Vice-President, John R. Pender;
Sceretary-Treasurer, Rov A. Palmer.

1947 - 1948

The Charlotte Rotary Club continued its sponsor-
ship of the Charlotte Bovs” Choir of more than 60 voices,
under the direction of Rotarian Warren Wilson and
the management of Jim McMillan. The popularity of
this group of boys continued to grow, and during the
winter and spring, they presented many concerts in North
Carolina and South Carolina.

The organization and staging of the annual Rotary
Boy Scout Merit Badge exposition was held November
5, 6, and 7, and was attended by thousands, not only
from Charlotte but neighboring cities.

During this vear the operation of the Junior Rotary
plan was instigated in which outstanding students from
the three High Schools were invited to attend the Char-
lotte Rotary Club meetings a month at the time. This
enabled during the vear 21 fine young men, from their

Joux Paur Lucas
> D . s President
serve the functioning of the Rotary Club. 1947 - 1948

respective High Schools, to have an opportunity to ob-

The Charlotte Rotary Club again sponsored visual education programs through the
Charlotte Public Library with the purchase of additional films and projectors.

The Student Loan Fund, with more than $14,000 in assets, was active this year, making
a number of loans to deserving bovs and girls.

The Club sponsored one of the winning floats in the Christmas parade, which
was held November 24.

As one of the sponsors of the May 20 symphonic drama “Shout Freedom,” celebrating
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, many Rotarians not only participated on the stage
but helped behind the scenes.

During the vear the Charlotte Rotary Club had 100% of its membership averaging $10
each to the Rotary Foundation, to advance understanding and goodwill through the scholar-
ship program of Rotary International. This program through the years has done an outstand-
ing job in bringing foreign students to America so they can attend one of our outstanding
colleges or universitics in this country and to send United States students abroad.

A systematic hospital visitation and fellowship program for Rotarians and members of
their families, who come to Charlotte to be hospitalized was instigated and was, also, carried
on for our own members.
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During the year many other activities were held, such as, our annual assembly for the
discussion of the aims of Rotary, our annual Club picnic and outing on Catawba River for
members and families, an inter-city meeting with representatives from 16 neighboring Rotary
Clubs in North Carolina and South Carolina, Rotary Family Day, our annual Christmas
party with many sons and daughters and their “Mamas” attending.

An appreciation day was held by the Civic Affairs Committee to honor and entertain
a group of long service teachers in the public schools. Also, a joint meeting with the Regional
Conference of National Association of Manufacturers on a question and answer panel on
American Enterprise with the audience mainly from various colleges and universities in this
area.

The hospitality meeting for the daughters of Rotarians attending Queens College was
held with more than 18 in attendance.

The officers for 1947-1948 were: President, John Paul Lucas; Vice-President, R. P. Majors;
Secretary-Treasurer, Milo O. Kirkpatrick.

1948 - 1949

The president, David G. Welton, and District Gov-
ernor Everett Bierman, of our Club, attended the Inter-
national Convention in Rio de Janiero. The establish-
ment of the second Rotary Club in Charlotte, the Dil-
worth Club, was formally organized and launched chiefly
through the efforts of District Governor Everett Bierman,
President Dave and Woody Kennedy, who later became
the first president of the Dilworth Club. The National
Charter was presented in December of 1948.

The Boys' Choir achieved National acclaim this year
by performing before the International Convention of
Rotary, Madison Square Garden, New York City, in
June of 1949. Climaxing of this project and taking more
than 88 persons and Choir Boys to New York was ac-
complished by voluntary contributions from our mem-
bership. They sang over Nation-wide NBC and appeared
on a Kinescope of Riplev’s “Believe It Or Not” program.
En route the group stopped in Washington and was

5 15
Davip G. WeLToN
President

greeted by Mr. Charles Jonas and other North Caro- 1948 - 1949

linians. Jim McMillan, Manager of the Choir, headed the entire function.

One of the most unusual things during the year was the presentation of more than 40%
of our weekly programs by our own members. Besides these, other outstanding programs were
presented by Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, Dr. Allen Stockdale, Dr. Hollis Edens, President
of Duke University, and Angus Mitchell of Australia, President of Rotary International.

The officers for 1948-1949 were: President, David G. Welton; Vice-President, John Paul
Lucas, Jr.; Secretary-Treasurer, ]. Gordon Christian, Jr.
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1949- 1950

“In retrospect, one wonders why so few stumps are
showing for a Rotary Year when so much sawing and
chopping was done. The weekly duties to provide good
programs and Rotary fellowship obviously consume much
time for the officers and committees during the year's
activities,” so said President Hoyt Galvin.

One notable result of the 1949-1950 vear was the
formation of the Charlotte Better Business Bureau.
Beaumert Whitton as Chairman of the Vocational
Service Committee took a cue from the president’s in-
augural speech and began work to establish a Better
Business Bureau. After one meeting with the Vocational
Service Committee and other Civic Clubs and business
groups it wasn't long before Charlotte had such a Bureau,
established to improve the ethical standards of Charlotte
business. Many Rotarians through the years have served
the Bureau on the Board of Dircctors and many other

Hoyt R. GarLvin

4 President
capacities. 1949 - 1950

The Boy Scout Merit Badge Show was again at the Armory Auditorium with many
hundreds in attendance.

Cooperating with other Rotary Clubs in District 280, the Charlotte Club contributed
$256.25 into the District Scholarship Fund to finance a Latin American student at Western

Carolina College. Also, Miss Laiz France Lessa, of Rio de Janiero, spent one year at Lenoir
Rhyne College in Hickory, under our District Scholarship.

Our annual picnic was held at the Observer Fresh Air Camp with Rotarians and their
families enjoying the outing.

Twenty-four Junior Rotarians from the three High Schools had an opportunity to mingle
with Rotarians for one month each, and were in participation for the $100 scholarship.

The Student Loan Fund Committee was active during the year and more than 28 active
loans were made, and the fund had a net worth of $14,837.

“Little Rotary” at Thacker’s on Thursdays had a popular response by many, especially
the new members to get acquainted with others.

Rotary year ended with the Club living within its income.

The officers for the vear 1949-1950 were: President, Hoyt R. Galvin; Vice-President,
David G. Welton; Secretary-Treasurer, Zangwill A. Ross.
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1950- 1951

The Rotary year of 1950-1951 started well, the
president having returned from the International Con-
vention was imbued with the inspiration of Rotary. At
the convention the Charlotte delegation assisted in the
election of Cleve Allen of Coral Gables, Florida, as
Director for Zone 4. He, also, heard the Charlotte Club
commended by past president, Angus Mitchell, for out-
standing community service which the Boys’ Choir was
rendering.

The year was a full one with much of the activity
carried on behind the scenes. Of major importance was
the Board’s belief that the Club’s by-laws were outmoded
and in need of revision; also, that the club should be
incorporated in order to alleviate the responsibility of
the officers in the crowd-gathering activities of the Club.
These projects were worked upon over an eleven month : ;
period under the leadership of Jim Craighill. C. W. Girennist

The St. Augustine, Florida, Rotary Club was so F[B-‘jde"_’
impressed by the Charlotte Boys' Choir appearance in =1
their city that they sent a delegation to Charlotte bearing gifts to the choir, and, also, an
embossed scroll of appreciation to the Charlotte Club.

The Charlotte Rotary Club was selected as one of twenty in Rotary International as being
a model for its overall activities and one of five for its work in club service.

The administration held periodic supper meetings for the education of the new members,
and emphasis was given to lend dignity and solemnity to the induction of new members. The
establishment of a detailed and unusually fine introduction of new members was started and has
been used by our Club ever since.

The Boy Scout Merit Badge Show was held at the Armory under the general chairman-
ship of D. F. Schiwetz, and was unusually successful with more than 30,000 attending during
the three-night function. The Boy Scout show increased the interest in Scouting and its
growth in the Charlotte area has been phenomenal.

The Charlotte Rotary Club participated with other clubs in presenting the four-way test
desk plaques to each member of the Senate and the House in Raleigh.

The forty-sixth anniversary of Rotary International was celebrated by a broadcast given
by John Paul Lucas and Pat Gilchrist. Messages were received from as far away as New
England complimenting the Charlotte Club.

The Charlotte Rotary Club contributed more than $545 to the Rotary Foundation, so
that the Club now has more than 100% of its membership participating,

As the year closed the president and his additional active member, Professor Long,
presented to the Club a cabinet reading stand complete with neon light and a clock so the
speaker would be able to observe the time limit.

The officers for the year 1950-1951 were: President, C. W. Gilchrist; Vice-President,
Hoyt R. Galvin: Secretary-Treasurer, Lanier Bishop.
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1951-1952

Our President, Ernest L. Hicks, made a pronounce-
ment during his inaugural address that the slogan for
the vear would be: “Less talking and more music.”

The two greatest accomplishments during the year
were: first, the effort brought forth by the club for
the eventual election of our own John Paul Lucas as
District Governor. A large delegation from our Club
attended his installation at the Shelby District meeting.
Second, sent a Charlotte resident, Miss Alice Craven
Reynolds, to represent our Club in competition for the
Rotary Foundation for Advanced Study. She was chosen
and sent to Paris, France.

Our annual Ladies’ Night program followed a dif-
ferent procedure in that we had a dinner at the new
Myers Park IHigh School, which was followed by an
old fashioned square dance.

Ennest L. Hicks
Another change was in our annual Boy Scout President
function, in that we substituted for the Merit Badge 1951 - 1952
Show, a large Bov Scout Circus, which was held at Grifith Park. Since that time the Merit
Badge Show and the Circus are put on in alternate years. Both have been most successful.

Jim McMillan together with his able assistants had an outstanding Boys' Choir this year
and the public demand was great, many cities were visited in the Carolinas and, also, the
annual Florida trip was made by the boys.

The ofhicers for the year 1951-1952 were: President, Ernest L. Hicks; Vice-President,
C. W. Gilchrist; Secretary-Treasurer, Ralston M. Pound, |r.

1952- 1953

The year got off to an auspicious start with many
good programs, and, also, an outstanding Club Assembly
at Island Point. More than 70 Rotarians attended this
special meeting,

An innovation in Inter-City meetings was arranged
for July 31 by Seth Snyder and his committee between
Charlotte and Gastonia Rotary Clubs, More than 250
Rotarians and their families attended to witness a soft-
ball game between the two clubs.

Another outstanding meeting of the year was held
at the North Carolina Vocational Textile School in Bel-
mont, where the entire Rotary Club met for a tour of
the school and lunch.

Our Club had the privilege of being host to the
recipient of 180th District Scholarship. Miss Argerie Vega
of San Jose, Costa Rica. Miss Vega was a student at
Queens College through the entire school vyear.

N The annual District Conference was held November
R 24 and 25. Our Club and the Dilworth Club were co-
President j )
1952 - 1953 hosts, with Donald Follmer as Chairman.
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